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Charities line up for Patrick's excess inaugural cash
By Emelie Rutherford/Daily News staff

Thursday, February 22, 2007 - Updated: 12:31 AM EST
Gov. Deval Patrick is giving away $500,000 in excess money collected largely from corporate donors for his multi-day inauguration bash, and charities are lining up to ask for some of the cash before month's end. 

Several MetroWest-based businesses donated to Patrick's inauguration kitty, including Framingham's Staples ($25,000), Natick's Boston Scientific ($10,000) and Waltham's Raytheon ($10,000), according to the Patrick Murray Inaugural Committee.

Corporate sponsors are onboard with plans to redirect their unspent contributions to charities, a setup they were told about before the five-day inaugural bash, said Patrick inauguration spokesman Stephen Crawford. The celebration ran from Jan. 3rd to 7th.

"We're glad to have any excess money that might have come from us go to charity," said Boston Scientific spokesman Paul Donovan.

The inauguration committee raised $2.2 million from donors, but did not spend all the money, and plans to give away whatever remains. Crawford said that will be at least $500,000.

"We don't have the final amount spent because it hasn't even been 90 days yet and we know we don't have all the bills in," Crawford said.

"People were very generous in their contribution and we controlled costs aggressively," he said. "Much of the food that was served at the inaugural events was donated as well, so that's a major cost we were able to control."

Patrick's inauguration committee is working with the nonprofit Catalogue for Philanthropy to dole out the grants, which will range from $1,000 to $25,000. Only organizations with budgets below $3 million are eligible, Crawford said.

More than 400 people have volunteered to review grant applications, which are due March 1, according to a press release. Crawford could not say how many applications have been submitted thus far.

Charitable organizations will be picked "based on their ability to foster local civic engagement, promote personal development, and emphasize individual responsibility," the press release states.

Tufts University political science professor Jeffrey Berry said the forthcoming grant announcements will have a minimal impact on improving Patrick's image after several recent gaffes.

The new governor has been criticized for choosing a Cadillac DTS for his official car, using a State Police helicopter to travel to events and hiring a $72,000 aide for his press matters and scheduling for his wife, Diane.

The coming announcement about the charity grants "is a one-day story and it will soften the image a bit right now, but it's not important enough or enduring enough to turn around what's been a public relations nightmare," Berry said.

"He does need to staunch the bleeding, but it's going to take a lot more than a small feel-good story about his inauguration," Berry said. He pointed to a possible downside about news of the grants: The public will be reminded that Patrick had a large inauguration, funded largely by corporate sponsors, that Berry said was "a bit regal."

Patrick's inauguration sponsors gave as much as $50,000 each. His inauguration started with a kickoff party in Worcester, followed by a day of events in Boston including the first-ever outdoor swearing-in ceremony of a Massachusetts governor. He also held inaugural events in Pittsfield, Springfield, North Andover, Hyannis, and North Dartmouth.

(Emelie Rutherford can be reached at 617-722-2495 or erutherford@cnc.com.)

